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Major Redeployment of Communist Fourth| Field Army — Destination . 

(SECRET).— . Various.reports were received during the last » 
week of the major redeployment. of Chinese : Communist Gerieral: Lin. 

Pigo’s. Fourth Field: Army from Hainan and the Luichow- ‘Peninsula (1)* 

to the. Canton area, and thence north:to an unknown destination. ‘Specu- 
lation was rampant that. these troops have been ordered to >. Manchuria. 
for ultimate commitment in Korea. ie 


“According to’ various unsubstantiated rep ee the Fourth Field 

_ Army: will: (a) Aid in the “liberation” of Tibet and ‘Taiwan; (b) go to 
Yunnan for action. against. Burma; (c) strengthen units on the border of 
Indo-China in preparation. for an invasion of that country}; and (a) deploy ' 
in the Hong Beamon area oo: Perce’. against an allied invasion of 
the Chinese: mainland. 





‘The tanwe: of the: ‘Sgpdeuiatton as i the destination: of ‘Lin Piao? s 
troops is indicative of. the uncertainty regarding: ‘the next move of the © 
Chinese Communists and. the. ‘importance Ble upon ‘the Intentlons of” 
the Our Field. Army. ann, 


“the concern is to the destination of fhe Fourth. Field Army is well 
, founded as it is believed that this unit’s movements will provide the key 
to Communist intentions. ‘The ‘two main striking forces available to 

the Chinese Communists in Central and South China. are: (a) The Fourth 
Field a and (b). Chen. MY 8 Third: Field Army. 


The latter ig ‘beow deployed for some time | in the Shanghal-Nanking 
-area and southward down the Chekiang ¢ coast el in, ae per HOR for. the in- 
vasion of Taiwan. a 


Previously, it was - éstinatea** t that a major movemént of the 
Fourth Field Army from: its previous positions on the Luichow- Peninsula : : 
northward and toward the-east.coast would be an indication that the in- | 
vasion of Taiwan was close’at hand.- By the same token, it is believed 
that.a movement by this unit to any destination, other than the Fukien- 
Chekiang coast opposite Taiwan, will enione an indication of different 
Communist intentions. ; of 

ie oree Chines 


“Despite ‘contrary speculation, there is no. 5 firm evidence: upon wihien to “Lit 
to base a change in the original estimate regarding Communist plans to the co; 
invade Taiwan. It is true. that ‘the: presence of elements of the United 
States Seventh Fleet. in the Taiwan Straits (8) with the mission of prevent~. 
ing ari invasion of Taiwan poses a problem for. the Communists. : Pewevens reduce 
Rian eee eee eee ee re ee. : impend 

* See accompanying map. 3) by break.¢ 
** See WIR No. 71, page 19.0 4: - : 
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Chinese Communist leaders have ered their owes of determination 
a ‘> to. “‘liberate”” Taiwan — Seventti Fleet. and: s “A mer ican: ‘Aggression’ 2 ' 
be Re the contrary: notwithstanding. 
t= - The conéeritration along’ the coast: opposite ‘Taiwan b ee not been 
or, is “ peduced; ‘andthe. same indications are ‘present: how with regard to an 


os “impending Commiuhist { invasion ae as: ‘were present prior to the ‘out- 
; ee of hostilities: in | Korea: - ee ee t 
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In this: connection, it is jendinterns that the Chinese Nationalists 
have renewed aerial reconnaissance of the Taiwan. Straits and the Fukien 
coast. They: also have complained .that the absence last -week of Seventh - 
Fleet units in the Taiwan Straits laid Taiwan open to attack without a 
chance for the Nationalists to take prerenye podem because os the United 
States Searectine request. 


The fact that units of the Fourth Field Ageing! are moving north out | 
of Canton and are reported as continuing north from Hengyang (4) has 
given rise to the hypothesis that:its ultimate destination is Manchuria. 
This hypothesis ignores the facts that: (a) All main communications 


‘lines out of Canton run to the north; and (b) from the rail line running 
_: from Canton:to Hengyang and Changsha’ (5), easy. access is afforded to 
: the Whole southern coastline . Oppose: Taiwan. - 


we more 5 pedaonable nypothésis is, ‘that ine: asbtoyiant o of the Fourth 


oar Field Army had been ordered prior.to the arrival of the United States 
ae “Seventh | Fleet,. and that-major units were enroute to Fukien when changes 
~in the situation’ necessitated the assembly inland, of the Fourth Field 


Army in positions from ‘which a move in any'e direction could be made 
upon the recéipt of further orders. ' ak es 
t eos 3 
Moreover, this: inland! bese niiy area is 3 protacted som Nationalist. 
and United States’ observation, while, at the same'time;, it puts the Com- 
munists astride os the main Toutes, to me coast when movement is ordered. 


In short, the Hovemeat of Fourth Field fous itis north from 
Canton does not, necessarily, | take them: out of the Taiwan picture, nor 
has the basic estimate of an early Communist: attack against Taiwan 
been changed. Subsequent movements of Sane Pigo’ 8 oe may es 
or: conn this nian ae 38. 29 ‘ 





Arms and + Rouipmient. of the North Koréaii wt Peagile’ 8 ee (SECS 
RET) - The North Korean.forces, which in the last three weeks have 
attained a considerable degree of success in the invasion of South Korea,’ 


_. are. well- -éauuipped with arms and ‘other items of mOviey mene cture: 


“this: maigriel; although essentially oe: ‘World War IL design and 


ao : re necessarily, of. the. latest types in use in thé Soviet. Army, nevertheless 


ae aes 


a Tepresents 1 eas which. were, acres effective by: use on. the. battle- cs 
eae Rec ome: es a es oan 








" Soviet iatantey s weapons f in vine nainds ea fhe: ‘Worth, ‘oxean fects 
are enol made; and, although not up to United States standards of 


, retinement and close. (olereneee ney must be considered adequate. 


| 
hese infantry weapons range frog pistols, ‘Hitles, submachine 


guns, light machine.guns, and heavy. machine guns: of. 7. 62-mm. caliber, 
to the 82- mm, ae ‘Hlustrative of the- ansaeCy, of Soviet infantry 
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